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iThose members of the Legislature
"friendly to the organization of Legis-llativ- e

Temperance Society met in
aha Senate Chamber, one evening
last week. Uov. r ord was appoin
ted Chan man. The Society was

J permanently organized by electing
Lewis, of the Senate, President Wil

. liamion, of the House, and Cunning-
ham, of the Senate, Vice Presidents

, Feifchfld, of the House, Secretary,:
and James, ol the House, Treasurer.

I Tha meeting was addressed during
' the evening by Got. Ford, and Mr.
'Geiger, of the Senate.

Legislative.
V"' The following letter reached us too
" late for insertion in our last. We hope
. to hear from this correspondent Ire
' quently.

COLUMBUS, Dec. 7. 1850.
- Dear Sir: I hare not before had an op-

portunity of aoying anything to you in
ajeference to affairs here. You have no

Tottbtjearned, by the Columbus papers,
. that thebalance of power," as usual,

has played into-th- e hands of the Loco-- .
focoa. This thing ydepad Free Soiliam,
Is nothing more nor lass, (when in pow

r. at Co'umbus,) than unadulterated
Locofocoism.
't

Yesterday the Democrats and Free
lSoiIers (except Williamson,) Toted
in effect, to give Sam. Medary the
House printing, by placing it at

.the disposal of C. W. Blair, the Lo--i
eofoco clerk, "at prices not exceeding
those of last year." You will see by
reference to the proceedings in yester-- :
day's Journal, that the Whigs offered to

' amend the printing resolution, by invi- -'

ting competition, and awarding it to the
lowest "responsible bidder." This
amendment, was voted down by two of
a majority: the Free Soilers voting with

'the Democrats, except Williamson, who
voted with the Whigs. This operation

- will put in Sam Medary's pockets, 4 or
95000 more than a fair, living, com-

pensation, and that much more than
4her responsible men would have done

the printing for.
. . How long our Whig Free Soil friends
will contribute, by their votea and in
fluence, to elevate such men to power,

'remains to be seen. It they justify
' their friends here, in frati raizing with
the Democrats in the Legislature, how
ran they justify their conduct in voting

'thousands or dollars of the people s
, money away, without considarationT

If the developments tiiat can and
will be made this winter, do not have

'the effect to open the eyes of our Whig
mends who have become identified

'with the Free Soil party, in Ohio, to the
inevitable tendency and intentions of

. their party leaders, to sell them to the
Locotocos, "lor a tew pieces of surer,
then, all we have to say is that they will

" not believe, "though one rose from the
dead." More anon, S.

Madeap from the State Journal's reports.
SENATE, Dec. 10.

The resolution, introduced by Mr,
!Eckley, yesterday, that the standing!
.committee on printing of the Senate

1 id for proposals for executing the
State printing, was debated. The
Locofocos preferred that the clerk
j hould do the business rather than
'the committee. Mr. Randall, Free
Soil, moved to substitute the clerk of
the Senate in place of the committee
rn Printing. The motion to strike

ut lost. The resolution was amen
rled by extending the time to thi
I4th, and passed. The bill making
appropriations in part for 1851 was

.tiken up, and recommitted to com

mittee on finance.
i House. The bill to amend the
act entitled an act for the protection

lot sheep, was read the third time and
'

rscsed.
Mr. Cherrington gave notice of

his intention to introduce a bill to
; l.iy out and establish a Slate road in
the counties of Gallia and Jackson.
' Mr. Bundy, from Committee on
Railroads, reported back the bill to
authorize the Scioto & Hocking Val-
ley Railroad to negotiate their bonds
with one amendment The Com-
mittee appointed to wait upon the
Governor elect, reported that he
--would attend in the Hall on the 12th,
at 3 o'clock, P. M. to take the oath
of office. Mr. Fairchild introduced
a bill supplementary to the act ex-

empting homesteads. . .

'I; Senate, llth. Resolutions were
introduced , by SutlifT, and Pardee
condemnatory of the Fugitive Slave
Law. The Governor and Secreta-
ry of State appeared and proceeded
to count the votes for members of
Congress..

On motion of Mr. Ban-
dy, the resolution relative to the
tine die adjournment was taken up.
.- - Mr-Benn-

ett moved that the 1st
Monday in . February be stricken
put, and the 1st oi January inser-
ted, which was accepted by the mo- -

W -i- 'V-'i--- -
r Mr. Smith, of Clermont, opposed.

Ha thocght it wocld require soma
time to elect the great number of

officers which would 'devolve upo

tleman from Jackson could tell how
long, he would then know when he
would adjourn. . ; '

Mr. Bondy thought that fiat was
already fixed op. Be supposed that
but little time was required to nn- -

bh the arrangement. If he was mis
taken in that, be would not M in ia-y- or

of adjourning so soon.
Messrs. r razier and Dodds oppos

ed the resolution.
A loose debate then sprung up,

relative to tbe election of State offi

cers.
Mr. Iliff believed that the House

should elect a U. S. Senator immedi
ately. Mr. Ewing was now in the
Senate by no constitutional right.
He held his office by usurpation.

The resolution was then laid on
the table.

Mr. iliff offered a resolution ap-

pointing a committee of 5 to inquire
by what right Mr. Ewing holds his
seat in the Senate of the U. S. Mr.
Bundy moved to lay the resolutions
on the table lost, 34 to 34, Mr.
Van Vorhes moved to strike out
and insert that the Attorney Gene
ral be requested to inform the Honse,
&c, to strike out carried, to insert
lost.

Se5atb, 12th. The bill making
appropriations in part for 1851 , pass
ed.

The Speaker presented the report
of John Welch on the affairs of the
Zanesville and Maysville Turnpike
Co. , Laid on the table and 1000 ex
tra copies ordered to be printed.

The inauguration of Gov. Wood
took place in the Hall of the House.
Mr. Bundy preseuted a petition Irom
151 citizens of Jackson, county, lor
the repeal of the law authorizing the
commissioners of that county to sub
scribe to the slock of the Iron Kail- -

road company.
A.resolution was introduced to go

into the election of U. S. Senators for
the short term on the 17th, laid on
the table. The. Governor elect ap
peared and the oath ot office was ad
ministered by Judge Hitchcock.

Sejtate, 13th. Resolutions were
introduced complaining that the
printing resolutions permitted no
one but a practical printer to bid, and
asking that portion to be recinded
referred. Mr. Randall introduced
resolutions on the subject of Slavery
ordered to be printed.

House. Resolutions to go into
election of U. S. Senator lor short
term on IStb, passed.

Senate, 14th. Majortyfaf Prin
ting Committee reported against res
olutions offered yesterday.. The bil
allowing the S. and H. Valley Rail
road to negociate their bonds passed
A motion to pospone time of receiv
ing bids for printing occupied the
whole day.

The House adjourned after an un
important session at 11. A. 31.

Dec. 16. Nothing of interest
transpired in the House. Tbe Sen
ate unanimously voted against the
right of Leiter, of Stark, to a seat.
and refused to pay his per diem and
expenses.

tt-T- he Deputy Marshal. John E.

Holcomb, furnishes us with the follow

ing statement, taken from his complete
returns, of the population of Gallia

county.
Township. 1840 1350,

Addison 693
Cheshire 791 1411

ciy 74 S 949
Titwn ofGnlIipotis 1636
GallipolisTownstaipMlS J 542
Green 1047 1376
Greenfield 639 953
Gujran 313 560
Huntington 971 1308
Harrison 688 1009
Morgan 744 1128
Perry 97J 1308
Raccoon 1610 1474
Springfield H91 1330
Ohio 424 504
Walnut 636 903

13444 17066

Blacks and mulattoes in the several

townships, number as follows:
Addison 17. Gallipolis 830, Green

141, Greenfield 216, Guy an 11, Hun

tington 49, Morgan 105, Perry St,

Raccoon 140, Springfield 143, Ohio 12,

Walnut 1, making in all 1197.

It will be recollected that 12 sections
have been attached to Jackson county

from Raccoon, and 6 from Greer.neld,

uincn 1840. In the twelve sections

from Raccoon, there are 491 souls, and
. . i r r c ! j ionin the six ta&ea irum urauuew,

Wilksville, attached to Vinton county,

contains HK5; in "
the total population within the old limits

of the county is 1877J. The increase
hn twn neatest in Cheshire and

Greenfield.and smallest in Ohio.

To those subscribers wuo receive

their papers at McGhe' store, Jack
. t

nn Knnntv. wa can onir say mat
their papers have been regularly put

into the Post Office here. We will

make the necessary inquiries to as

certain the cause of the delay. .
-

rjCTMr. Vose roquests us 16 say
that the present term of his school
will close on Friday, and that the
second term will commence on Mon
daynexU

fry-- want ol inace com pel l at to
omit the publication of several articles
prepared for this week. We shall have
done with Messages afterthis week, and
will furnish hereafter mora reset) Itv
telligence. Congressional, convection
proceedings, etc

Govenor Wood's Inaugural

Gentlemen of the Senate.
and House of Representatives

Called by the voice of tbe people
to the Chief Magistracy of this State,
I now appear before yon, in obe-

dience to Ions established nsairer to
take the oath-o- f office required by tne
Constitution, and to declare the
course of policy by which I design to
be controlled in my omcial relations.

In tbe first place, however, 1 will
avail myself of this occasion to ex
press to yoa va the representatives ol
our common constituents, my hum
ble gratitude for the high and hono-
rable distinction conferred, and the
confidence reposed in me, properly
to discharge the duties of the office.

Occupying this high place, which,
trom the nature of our mentations.
can be enjoyed by but few, I am, I
trust, fully sensible that it has not
been conferred to gratify any selfish
vanity, nor to enahle me to indulge
in any personal ambition, but in or
der that its duties may be so dis
charged so as to promote the public
wellare, and that any influence
arising from it may be directed for
the benebt of the entire people.

As I have ever considered the con
fidence and approbation of the peo
ple, when they voluntarily spring
from the acts of a public servant, and
are unsought by servility, to be the
most acceptable reward a public ser
vant can attain, I shall endeavor to
discharge the duties of this new posi
tion with franknes?, and with a strict
regard to justice, in my official re
lations with all; and cannot but hope
that the many imperfections of my
administration, and the unintentiona
errors into which I may be led, Irom
a want of judgement or experience.
will be viewed with the same for-

bearance, treated with the same can-
dor, and excused by the same friend-

ship, I have so often received in oth
er responsible relations to the com-

munity, from the people of this State.
By the Constitution of Ohio, the

Governor is for wise purposes no
doubt, limited as to anv extensive
patronage.

His powers are clearly defined by
that instrument, and they are but
few. He is, nevertheless, the repre-
sentative of more than two millions
of people, whose foundations of gov-
ernment are deeply laid in their
patriotism and affections. Having
advanced with rapid strides, our
State is now flourishing in agricul-
tural, commercial and mechanical
prosperity; hsr common schools, and
other institutions of learning her
asylums for the unfortunate her ex
tensive public improvements, both
by State and private enterprise, are
favorites with a large majority of her
people. The latter have opened new
channels of intercommunication be-

tween distant sections, affording an
easy cheap and speedy transit for our
surplus products to an eastern and
southern market; and all these ob
jects should receive the fostering care
of the government, and never be af
fected by illiberal or hostile legisla
tion.

Under the surrounding circum-
stances of prosperity, I feel more
than an ordinary diffidence, that even
the limited functions of the, office wil
not be exercised with that wisdom
whkh may be best calculated to pro-mo- ra

the farther advancement and
elevation of the State, in that which
may contribute to her best interests
and most permanent wellare. I shall
however, with an honest, but with a
fearless independence strive not to
fall behind, but to keep pace with the
spirit ot progress of this enlightened
age in which we live, according to
the best lights I am able to obtain.

Nor should any public functionary.
nor the people themselves, in the
performance of their various obliga-
tions, become insensible to a high
constitutional duty, which they owe
to the government of the Union, and
the other members of the confedera-
cy, where there are, alio, institutions
to maintain and interests to protect.

By a strict regard to this duty, all
are safe without the most fearful anti
cipations of evil arise.

The fourth section of the second
article of the constitution of Ohio
provides, that the Governor "shall,
from time to time, give to the Gene
ral assembly information of the state
of the government, and recommend
to their consideration such measures
as he shall deem expedient."

My predecessor, in his annual
message, has performed these duties.
His position has afforded him the op
portunity of knowing the political
and financial condition of the govern
ment: the moral condition, tbe neces
sities and wants of the people.

I shall add but little to his sugges
tions on this occasion; and should
anything important hereafter occur
to me, during your session, it will be
made the subject of a special com
munication.

It has been the remark of age, wis
dom and experience, more extensive
than mine, that the assembling of the
representatives of the people in their
legislative capacity, to consult for the
welfare, and to devise the means ne
cessary to advance the security, the
happiness and prosperity of those
whom they represent, is, at all times,
interesting and important in the
political history of every State. The
office of representative is one of
dignity and responsibility. It is up-

on the wisdom and integrity with
which ill obligations are performed,

that the quiet and security, the happl-- !

ness and prosperity of an entire com-

munity, very essentially depend. -

Nor is it merely aa a legislator, in urn

official character, that the represen
tative of the people may be beard and
felt, for good or for evil, throughout
the length and breadth of the State.
Such is the dignity of the office that
it carries with it an influence that
mav vade every rank of society,
and improve or eurrupt the moral.

. 1 . ... i r
social, and religious cnaracier oi an
entire community.

Example is contagious, and it is all
important that those who have been
selected for their intelligence, their
wisdom and moral worth, should not,
as I am certain they will not, disap
point the public expectation, bet
satisfy it, by an honest, honorable,
and industrious discharge of every
legislative, moral or civil duty.

In republican or representative
forms of government freedom of opin
ion is tolerated, r ree investigation
and free discussion are essentrally
necessary to form correct conclusions
Ol the propriety or impropriety o
important measures, fenure unan
imity is'but seldom attained; and par-ha-

it is not best that it should be.
As individuals will travel different
roads, starting from the same place
to reach the same point, they wil
pursue different modes to effect the
same result, in most human aff-ir-s.

If parties are thus formed, scrutiny
follows: and the adoption of those
measures which will not stand the
test of experience and investigation
are usually prevented. If not, they
react upon and diminish the strength
of that party that brought them into
practical operation, and sometimes.
'effectually overthrow it, The masses
of the people being honest, there is,
and there should be, no party obliga-

tion not readily yielded to the higher
and more paramount duty every one
owes to his country.

But, notwithstanding party exists.
and three distinct organizations are
found in our State, and in each
branch of the General Assembly, it
is not perceived that any difficulty
need occur in the early despatch of
the public business, and which econ-
omy and duty both require as the
best service to our constituents, if
there is an honest determination to
pursue an elevated and an honorable
course towards each other; to inves
tigate with candor to cultivate
spirit of conciliation and charity to
wards those who diner with us in
sentiment; yielding proper respect to
the opinions and motives of all, but
above every other consideration
keeping the character and dignity of
the State directly in view, and with
a firm determination that neither its
interests nor its character shall be
impaired by any unwise or selfish ad
herence.to the discipline of party or
ganization.

Permit me, on this occasion, to
suggest to you the propriety, at this
time, ot dispensing with general and
multifarious subjects of legislation o
a permanent character.

The ordinary appropriations which
are necessary to continue the operations
of the government another year, with
such measures as may be deemed im-

portant to keep inviolate the public
faith, and to protect and preserve the
public credit, with such action as is re
quired to prescribe the times of holding
the judicial courts, are believed to be
the most important of temporary meas
ures.

I would particularly recommend
that your early attention should be di
rected to tbe Court Bill. Great in con
veniences have arisen, expenses have
accrued, and grevous delays of justice
resulted to suitors, from the late period
of the passage of the act, and tho want
of information of its provisions, in the
distant counties of the State, in time to
prepare for the disposal of the public
business in pursuance of its requisi-
tions.

The reason for the suggestion, that
mo6t objects ot permanent general leg
islation should, at this session, be dis-

pensed with, is the fact, that the Con
stitutional Convention is now sitting in
a neighboring city; and from the ac-

knowledged wisdom and experience to
be found in that body, it is believed. In
the course of a few months, a new
Constitution, worthy of their acceptance,
will be submitted to the people for adop-
tion, receive their approbation, and be
come the organic law of the State. If
so, an entire revision of the most of
our public statues may be necessary,
another year, with many new enact
ments, to carry out the requirements of
the new Constitution.

It is believed, no substantial evils can
result from pursuing the course surges
ted, while much useless labor may be
saved; the treasury relieved from heavy
additional burthens, and the representa
tives of the people enabled, at an early
day, to return tc their constituents and
their homes.

The fifth section of tbe same article
of the Constitution confers on the Ex
ecutive the authority Mto grant reprieves
and oardons, after conviction, except in
cases of impeachment."

This power, so necessary to be ves-

ted somewhere, in every complete sys
tem of government, it must be admitted,
ia extremely liable to abuse. This may

Him hv withholding the exercise of!

this power, as well as by its too frequent
application. No definite rules of ac-

tion can be established by which to
guide the discretion of the Executive, Ifl

tenaciously aanerea 10, wnnoui me cer-

tainty of occasional public Injury, or
private injustice. Every application for
oaraon or reprieve, hhim rcn uio ex
ercise ofa Sound discretion, and depend ,

npon its own menu and its own indi- -

vidua! circumstances.

The certainty, rather than the severity ,

ef punishment. Is conceded aa the bet
tor course to secure tbe observance of
those rules which every government
must adopt for the security oritaeir and
its citizens against the Lwless violence

of the licentious and profligate. The
penal code of this Bute inQicts no cruel
nnr unusual punishments. It is, in
the main, as mild in lis penaiues lor
guilt, as the law of any civilized coun-

try, and our modes of trial are as well

calculated to secure ana proieci inno
cence as could well be devised, with
anv regard to public justice,

It has always appeared to me, there-

fore, before the law should be interrupt-
ed in its course, the Governor should be
we 1 satisfied of the illegality or injus
tice of the sentence which it had pro
nounced: that the example which had
been set, and the reformation of the
offender, and fuliy satisfied the claims
of aub'ic justice; or that extraordinary
circumstances had arisen, subsequent
to the eonviction, which rendered it in-

human and unchristian that punishment
shouid be longer consigned

1 am of the opinion, that the par
doning power was designed to reach
very few, if any other cases, than
those enumerated. That it should
be but sparingly used, and that the
Executive should not forget, while
he sees and hears of the sorrows of
others, that the safety and security
of society depend, very essentially,
on a rigid, impartial and energetic
administration ol penal laws.

Tho 7th section of the same arti-
cle enacts, that the Governor "may
require information in writing from
the officers in the executive depart-
ment, upon any subject relating to
the duties ol their respective offices,

and shall take rare that the laws be
faithfully executed."

This provision was designed, I eon
dude, to authorize the Governor to
examine and advise in relation to the
transaction of business, in the other
executive departments of the govern
ment; a power which may be essen
tial to the knowledge required to
enable the Executive, in his annua
message, at the commencement of
the General Assembly, or from time
to time, to give that body information
of the state of the government, and
that a supervisory influence may be
exerted, calculated to effect the punc
tual and faithful discharge of officia
obligations.

In the performence of this imper
ative duty, I shall invite the most
frank and friendly communication
with the subordinate executive do
partments, and shall doubtless, more
frequently, be under the necessity of
asking advice in my own department,
than imparting it in theirs; and shall
strive to maintain the most friendly
and confidential relations, so essen
tial to the public interest, in the dis
charge of duties connected by om
cial intercourse.

There is one subject of general
legislation, in addition to those be
fore enumerated, however, to which
I would invite your particular at
tention. I do so, with great respect
for the opinions ol those wtih whom I
may differ, and not without doubts,
whether it should not be left un'.i
the result of the deliberations of the
Convention is known, as that body,
in my opinion, possesses supreme
power over it, in all things, not in
consistent with the constitution ol
tbe United States.

I allude to the great banking sys
tern of the State. "A system, by no
means, without its evils and imper-
fections, as all must concede.

The question is not now, however,
whether the General Assembly has
the constitutional power to repeal
the charters of private monied cor
porations, and annul their usual and
ordinary franchises. A to tne exer
ciseofthis power, there is a diversi
ty of sentiment. The right has been
denied by the repeated decisions of
the highest judicial tribunals oi-tn- e

country, while the affirmative has
been ably and zealously maintained.
by political writers ot great merit
and statesmen of distinguished abili- -

I think it may be safely asserted,
however, that all special legislation
for the benefit of capital, at the ex
pense of labor, that is in the charac
terofa monopoly and confers upon
the few exclusive privileges which
the many are prohibited to enjoy, are
utterly inconsistent with the nature
and spirit of our democratic tnstitu
tions.

They should be very seldom, if ev
er granted, and when found to be in
jurious to the best interests of the
community, there oughtome where,
to exist the unquestioned authority
to remedy every evil they inflict.

There are many modes in which, I
apprehend, there is no doubt, but
what a monied corporation can be
reached by legislative enactment,
though the charter is silent on the
subject. It may be visited, examin
ed, and its course of business con
trolled so as to meet the convenience
and afford security to the communi
ty, by information and exposure ol
its affairs.

But tbe important question to
which I would invite your particular
attention, at this time, is the admit
ted inequality of the taxes paid by
the banks upon their property, whea
compared with those paid by other
individuals upon theirs, and leave it
to your better wisdom to devise and
apply the remedy, if one exists. '

Jrroperty is the basis ot taxation,
md the public burthens should be
equally distributed in the ratio of iti

ion.
The farmer with but scanty means;

the mechanic who labors from day
to day; the merchant or manufactur-
er, though his business be ruinous, ii
taxed from one to two per cent, on uie
full value of everything he has; but
the capitalist places his means in
bank, by tho purchase of stock, and
he is exempted, under any possttte
contingency, from the payment of
any other than a state tax, and that
limited to but six percent, on his nett
profit.

This leature was introaucea imu
tho system, I suppose, to invite the
investment of capital from abroad;
and while it has had such tenden
cies, it has enabled our own citizens

to avail themselves of it, by the
most profitable employment of their
money, and, at the same time, by
avoiding their just proportion of the

rpublic
.

burthens.
. a . it 4. .

There is reason tor the Deuei, mat
any such system ot inequality, is

high a price to be paid lor any Dene-fit-s

received, because it is directly op
posed to the genius and spirit of
democratic institutions, one of whose
fundaments! doctrines is an equal dis
tributian of the burthens of govern
ment.

The feeling is by no means con
fined to any political party, exclu
sively, that the banking institutions
of the state, one and all, as they are
protected by our laws, and suppor
ted by the toil and industry of our
people, should consent, without con
test or delay, to contribute their just
proportion to the public expenditures;
but if they decline acceeding to so
equitable and reasonable a measure,
that they should be constrained to
do so, if the constitutional and legal
means are within the province ol the
General Assembly.

There is, I believe.no chartered
guaranty, that the officers of State
shall receive their issues lor taxes, or
tolls, or in payment of the State
lands, and there can be no room for
question but what the prohibition for
such purposes, of the reception of
their issues by the agents of the State
until their assent shall be given to
such a reasonable proposition as may
be made, is within the legal as well
as discretionary limits of legislation;
but aside from this, it is worthy ol
the most sericus inquiry, whether
the General Assembly has, at one ses-

sion, the constitutional power to dis-

pense with, or bargain away, the
right of taxation to any part of the
State so as to prevent the resump-
tion of the right by the General As
sembly, at anv subsequent session. If
the affirmative is maintained, and
part of the property of the State may
be forever exempted from the public
burthen, there is not, nor can there
be,any well-define- d limit to this pow-
er. The whole taxable property o!
the State may be placed beyond its
reach, the State unable to provide
for its ordinary expenses of govern-
ment, or defend itself against a com-
mon enemy.

I incline to the opinion, that this high
sovereign power to levy taxes, cannot
be disposed of to any corporation,
by one, so as to prevent a succeeding
General Assembly from resuming it;
and I could, if necessary, find dis-

tinction between this, as a negative,
and those which may be called the
positive franchise of a corporation,
and necessary to its existence, and
look npon the exemption from taxa-
tion as an exception to the general
rule, that chartered rights cannot be
taken away or impaired, as is claim
ed, by the advocates of such a doc
trine.

I am not unaware that the rase of
the State v. the Commercial Bank of
Cincinnati is opposed to this view of
corporate rights; but that decision
was made many years since, and by
a divided court, and one of the Judges
who concurred in that opinion has,
on another occasion, very justly re
marked, "that laws must be so ex
tended or contracted as to meet the
exigencies of society" alluding to
the common law of England, no
doubt, which was only adopted in
this State so far as should be found
strictly applicable to our condition

The case to which reference has
been made, determined to many
years since, cannot be considered as
of very binding authority. Since
that period, multitudes of moneyed
and other corporations have sprung
into life, and their conflicting claims
with government and people render
it highly expedient that the rules
hitherto recognized, and claimed as
placing thfse institutions beyond the
reach of either judicial or legislative
correction, should now be reviewed,
modified, and placed on a foundation
more consistent with the spirit of
our laws and the rights of all.

Having thus, very briefly, refer.
red to certain subjects of State poli
cy, and some o! the iunctions of the
Executive, as in my humble judg-
ment they ought to be performed,
I could wish that nothing remained
but to take the oath of office and re-
tire from this hall. But 1 cannot do
so consistently with public expecta
tion, without a frank expression of
my views on a question now pending
before the people, which threatens
the stability of the Union, the su-

premacy of the laws, and to disturb
the good order and quiet which has

hitherto, with very few exceptions,
prevailed since the adoption of the
Federal Constitution in 1790 :

An excitement i pread over a

arge extent, and pervades everr
rank and condition in life, and un-
less allayed, and other counsel pre--
..... ..uioas oeiween government
and people may produce dvil war,
ol which no one can predict the con--
wsuoace, io me ueneral or Stat
Governments,oc to freedom through- -

The question of human .l..is, and ever has been, a subject of
discord in the relations the several
States bear to each other, and to the
General Government, which ia bound
to protect the constitutional rights
and interest of each. S .
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The Democratic party ever has
agd ever will oppose either the diffu-

sion or extension of slavery into any
free territory of the United States,
by every legal and constitutional
means, and would rejoice if any
mode, not doing violence to others,
could be devised "to ovsrthrow and
eradicate the evil."

That Congress, having by the
Constitution authority to legislate
for the district of Colombia, "in all
rases whatsoever," may there abol-
ish it, I entertain no doubt; Congress
is by the Constitution, the local leg-

islature of the District, and all cases
within the legitimate sphere of legis-

lation are embraced within the terms,
"in all cases whatsoever ," as used in
that instrument. .

Congress appears to me to possess
the same legislative power over
slavery within the ten miles square,
that may be exercised by the legisla-
tures ol the slave States over it with-
in their jurisdictions; and that it has
been considered in those States, a
proper subject of legislation, their
history furnishes the most satisfacto-
ry evidence.

I have ever viewed the abolition
of slavery in the District, not only a
measure of expediency, but of abso-
lute natural right to the colored race.
The South would doubtless acquiesce
in such a measure; for if we expect
to remain one people there is an ab-

solute necessity of adhering to the
decisions of Constitutional majorities,
within their legitimate spheres ot ac-

tion.
Butthe abolition of slavery in the

District of Columbia, and in the
slave States, in my opinion, stand
upon different grounds as to the
power of Congress over it.

The Executive of Vermont, in his
late message to the General Assem-
bly, intimates the opinion that Con-

gress may abolish slavery in the
States where it now exists. How
far this opinion prevails I am not

but 1 believe the exercise of
a any such authority by Congress

would be followed by a dissolution
ol the Union. The South would
then be driven to it, to preserve their
peculiar institution under their own
local authority.

The entire South, and I believe a
large majority of the North, would
look upon such action as an unwar-
ranted usurpation by Congress, for
which there is no authority, express-
ly granted or fairly to be implied,
from the Constitution of the United
States.

The excitement to which I have
before referred, appears to have en-

tirely grown out of tho passage, ap-
proval, and partial execution, in a
few instances, of what is called the
Fugitive Slave Law, by Congress.

Conventions have denounced it as
unconstitutional. The Clergy have
declared it in opposition to the high-
er law of God, and therefore void.
The slave and the citizens have been
advised and invited to arm and op-
pose the execution of this law, to
the shedding of human blood, and
all this is done in the peaceable and
orderly State of Ohio, and I think is
the result of mistaken judgment; if
not, and the law is actually void,
they are right, and 1 could justify tbe
noble impulses which prompt inter-
ference between freedom and serv-
itude, in opposition to law, whether
white or black. But let us for a mo
ment search after truth, and if we
find it, acknowledge its force. Let
the ground we occupy, at least, be
well considered, before we hasten to
results calculated to weaken the pub
lic confidence in the supremacy of
our laws and the wisdom and stabili
ty of our iustitutions.

There is, I think, no doubt, that
the Supreme Court of the United
States will sustain every provision of
this law, as constitutional, when the
occasion shall arise. (Jne of its
northern members has already doue
so, in the case of GarnetL

The decisions of this tribunal are
absolutely conclusive on all others,
on questions crowing out of sthe con
stitution of the United States. It is
the national tribunal, and its opinions
final. There is no appeal. . If I am
right in this, whosoever commits any
overt acts ol violence against the on

of this law, is guilty of amis--
demeanor; and if death ensue, may
be guilty of murder! : -- v

But 1 cannot, drop me . suoject
here. Witn a namrai ojnuo io
the institution of slavery, and the
evils that! believe it entails, on any
people, 1 should be false ! myself

land false to truth, if I did-no-t express
the opinion, that tbe law is - consist--

ent with constitutional obligations
between the States.
: The Constitution provides, in the
last clause of the 8nd section of the
4th act, that "no person held to sur
vice or labor, in one state, under the
law thereof, escaping Into another,


